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FRIENDSHIP OR LOVE? IMAGES OF FRIENDSHIP
IN SELECTED WORKS BY ZOFIA KOWERSKA 

 
Abstract: Friendship Or Love?  Pictures Of Friendship In Selected Novels By Zofia Kowerska. 
The article presented selected issues concerning friendship in the second half of the 19th cen-
tury, as well as the influence of convention and etiquette on the shape of interpersonal rela-
tionships. Kowerska, one of the writers supporting moderate emancipation of women, empha-
sized the value of sincere friendship which often evolved into love. At the same time she criti-
cized self interested people who often appeared around wealthy relatives and disappeared, 
when their so called friend lost his fortune. In the article friendship between students also 
was outlined. The relations among gilded youth with it was contrasted. The issue of gossips 
that circulated among the ladies and gentlemen from the high society was also raised. 
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